The Little Dog With Big Ears

i ing fi tring artist and
My favourite siring figure was created by an unknown Inuit s !
naﬂ_mﬂma by Diamond Jenness. The Dog is a delight to make and is guaranleed lo

impress your Inends.

1 Hang the string loop over the backs ol youwr thumbs
Your thumbs are about 10 cm {four inche:s) apart
Your index fingers are poinling away {rom you and
your middle, nng, and litlle fingers are holding-the
strings which cross your palms

2. Turn your hands until the palms are lacing up. Your
index fingers hook towards you down over the near
thumbe strng.

Now turn your hands away from you until Em palms
are facing out and sirarghten up your index fingers.
The near thumb string now curves around your
index fingers

Your hands are still facing each olher about 10 ¢m (four inches) apart. Your lhumbs are pointing up;

your index fingers are painting away from you. Your other fingers continue to hold the hanging sirings.

A, Your lelt thumb goes, from below up into the right
thumb loop. It relurns 1o ils position carrying the
siraight sinng which runs between the nght ndex
finger and thumb,

4. Your nght thumb goes, from below up into Ihe left
thumb loop. 1 returns to its posdion carrying the
string which runs between the left index finger and

thumb,
5. Your middle, ring, and little fingers let go of the sinngs they are _...o__.,__.ac and strarghten up. Tighten the
strings of the tigure by pulling your hands apart as far as they will go

76

On your hands Ihere are the following strings:
A near index string which runs from index tinger lo index finger; far iIndex strings which crass and
then run down {o Ihe thumbs to become far thumb srings. (NB. The far righl index string must cross
over the fop of ihe ar lelt index string.} In addilion 1o the far index/far thumb sirings which form the
cross, each thumb has a siraight far thumb siring which runs from thumby to thumb, and two sirarght
near thumb slrings.

6. Turn your hands so that the palms are lacing
you. Your lifile fingers come towards you
under all the strings They gel Ihe far siraight
thumb siring and carry it, on their backs, oul
under all the sirirgs
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Now your night ttle finger hooks down aver
the right far index stning (Ihe top siring of the
cross), Don't worry about the sirng around
your night little finger; i will look afkter itself

8 Your left little finger Iravels under the slnngs of

the left index loop and hooks down over the | 53
left far thumb siring. Don't worry aboul the n—a AN

slring around your left lillle finger. Your litlle
tingers are hooked down over the same
siraight string.

Relurn your hands 1o the basic posilion

o

Each thumb has a true thumb loop with a near
and a far stnng, and also a loop with a near
straight stiing, and a far stiing thal goes
across your palms. The ligure is not
symmetrical

To keep the true thumb loops bul 15 gel nd of
the other thumb loops, hook your thumbs
down over the far thumb strings and lurn your
hands so that the palms are facing oul.

Your thumbs will keep therr true loops, but the
ather thumb strings wil sip olf

Straighien up your thumbs and refurn your
hands to the basic position,

Keep going.
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10. You now have thumb loops, index loops, and
loops held in the hooks of your litle tingers.
There is an elaborate criss-Cross
arrangement in the middle of the figure
Yaour thumbs go up ‘nto the index loops and
relurn to their posilion carrymng lhe near index
string.

11 Navaho ihe thumb loops. Your index tingers release
their loops.

12. Hold your hands with the fingers painting away from you. You have actua ly made the head of the
dog’ Iwo large ear triangles which are hooked over the near thumb slring at the 1op of the figure; a
chin tnangle which runs under the slraight litile tinger slring at the bollom ol the figure; and a flat
slring friangte which runs across the face just below the ear triangles.

13 Your right index finger comes from behind into he chin iriangle. i calches like a hook 1he two strings
of the flal face string tnangte. (These srings do not hook over either of the straight frarmng sinngs of
\he figure.} Pull these sirings back, up. and then stuff them towards you Ihrough the right thumb loop
Your right index finger has two strings on one side and one on the other These strings wili make a
space in lhe next slep,

Your right index finger is not actually holding any sirings

14. Your right index tinger goes down in front of the other stings.
then behind ihe straight bottom string of the figure. This sring
runs from litle tinger 1o litile finger. Your right index finger
calches this straight string in ils hook, then carries it back
oul through the space made by the slrings which were onginally
on each side of the index finger.
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15. Your nght index finger 1s now holding a foop.

Stufl your right index finger with ils loop down through
Ihe right thumb loop. Your index finger is now at ihe
front of the figure.

16. Your lelt litlle finger drops its loop. Your left
thumb, wilh ils loap, paints up; your lell fingers
poini to the righl; you can see your ledl palm.

17 Your lett hand trave!s in Ihis position across Lhe front of the figure. Your left litlle finger takes Ihe loop
from your right index linger and returns 1o its posilion. Your hands are pointing away from you. Your
middle, ring, and lillle tingers are curled Your thumbs, wilh their loops, are pointing up, and there are
loops held in the hooks of your liflie lingers.

18 Now you musl separate lhe dog's tail and back leg
Your righl index finger comes lowards you through the big right thumb loop, Your righl index linger
slarts 1o push back inia he night little finger loop. The strings which make vp the dog's 1ad and leg are
being pushed away fram you a litle on the back of your index linger

19 Your index {nger can now go, lrom behind, up into the body
of the dog and shde over Ihe 10p of the double siraight slrings
which make ils back

Keep going
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20. Your index finger then publs back like a Ingger, nghi back
to the straight framing string which runs belween your
righl thumb and Fllle Enger. You've splil ihe loops which
will make the tatl and the leg.

21 To lel the 1ail loop go up, take your right lhumb
oul of ils loop. Pull a bil with your right index
tinger and the tail loop will slide up. Put your
right thumb back inlo iis locp

22. ‘fo lel the leg laop go down. 1ake your right litle
finger out of its loop. Pull a bit wilh your nght
index finger, and the leg loop will stide down.

23. Now pul all Ihe fingers of your right hand down
into the thumb loop. Your thumb should be
pointing up 1o give the loop extra heighl.

Now the dog can walk alang the string. Just pull gently with your right hand and the dog will lravel.
You can pull him back and let him wa'k across Ihe siring again.
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To lake apart Ihe Little Dog With Big Ears, just pul your lefl mdex fnger, frgm behind, into the dog's
night ear loop. Now drop the loops lrom your lelt thumb and left litile finger and pull oul the ear loop as
far as it vl go.
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